
 

AMENDMENT 17 
OF THE WORLD SAILING RACING RULES OF SAILING (AMERICA’S CUP EDITION)  

VERSION 2.16 

In accordance with Racing Rule 86.1 the following is a proposed amendment to the World Sailing 
Racing Rules of Sailing (America’s Cup Edition) v2.16. 

Deletions to the rule are marked with a strikethrough such as this, and additions to the rule are 
marked with an underline such as this. 

The proposed amendments are as follows: 

 

1. RULE 60 RIGHT TO PROTEST 
 
60.1 A yacht 

(a) may ‘Y flag protest’ another yacht under rule 44.4(d), or a rule of Part 2 except 
rule14; 

(b) may ‘Red Flag protest’ another yacht for a breach of a rule, except for: 

(i) rules 1, 14, 27, 28, 40, 42, 44, 47.2, 47.3, 49, 56, 87, or a rule allowed to be 
protested under rule 60.1(a); 

(ii) an AC Class Rule 11.12; and 

(iii) sailing instructions where race management prohibits yachts from protesting 
that instruction. 

60.2 The Regatta Director 

(a) may protest a yacht for a breach of a rule, but not: 

(i) for a rule of Part 2; 

(ii) for a rule listed in 60.4(a); 

(iii) for an AC Class Rule; 

(iv) as a result of information arising from an invalid protest, or from a report from 
a Competitor other than the representative of the yacht herself; 

 

2. RULE 64.3 DECISIONS ON PROTESTS CONCERNING CLASS RULES 
 
64.3 Decisions on Protests Concerning Class Rules 

(a) When the Jury receives a report from the Measurement Committee stating that a 
yacht breached a class rule while racing it shall: 

(i) if the Measurement Committee report has been made under rule 78.2(c) , 
disqualify that yacht from the race or races identified; 

(ii) if the Measurement Committee Report has been made under rule 78.2(b), 
penalize the Competitor as follows: 
• the first AC Class Rule offence – US$10,000 

• the second AC Class Rule offence – US$20,000 
• the third and subsequent class rule offence – yacht disqualified from the 

race preceding the issuance of the report; or 
(iii) take no action if the yacht has retired after finishing from a race or races prior 

to the Jury receiving the Measurement Committee report. 

 
 



 

When the Jury finds that deviations in excess of tolerances specified in the class 
rules were caused by damage, accident or normal wear and do not improve the 
performance of the yacht, it shall not penalize her. However, the yacht shall not race 
again until the deviations have been corrected, except when the Jury decides there 
is or has been no reasonable opportunity to do so. 

(b) When a protest relating to any matter concerning the measurement of a yacht, the 
interpretation of the class rule, or damage of a yacht is lodged with the Jury, the 
Jury shall refer the matter together with the relevant facts to the Measurement 
Committee and be bound by its advice. 
 

 
 
3. RULE 78 COMPLIANCE WITH CLASS RULES; CERTIFICATES 
 
 
78.2 When the Measurement Committee decides a yacht does not comply with the class rules in 

a race, it shall report the matter to the Regatta Director who shall protest the yacht, unless 
the Measurement Committee and Regatta Director are satisfied the non-compliance was 
caused by damage or normal wear, and the non-compliance does not improve the 
performance of the yacht.  If this is the decision, the yacht shall not race again until the 
yacht is brought back into compliance with the class rule unless there is or has been no 
reasonable opportunity to do so. 

Further to AC Class Rule 28.4, if the Measurement Committee determines that a yacht 
raced while not complying with the AC Class Rule, the Measurement Committee shall 
follow the following process: 

(a) Determine if the non-compliance with the Rule was caused by unintended 
damage or accident. If this is determined, the Measurement Committee shall 
invalidate the yacht’s certificate until the non-compliance is corrected (but not 
make a report to the Jury), except when the Measurement Committee 
decides there is or has been no reasonable opportunity to do so, in which 
case the Competitor shall follow any instructions of the Measurement 
Committee and the certificate may remain valid; or 

(b) If 78.2(a) does not apply, the Measurement Committee, in consultation with 
the Regatta Director, shall determine if the breach of the Rule has not (or 
could not have reasonably been expected to have) improved the 
performance of the yacht or has not (or could not have reasonably been 
expected to have) had a significant effect on the outcome of a race. If this is 
determined, the Measurement Committee shall invalidate the yacht’s 
certificate and report the details to the Jury and the Regatta Director. The 
report shall detail: 

(i) the race or races that the yacht competed in while not in compliance 
with the AC Class Rule; 

(ii) a summary of the non-compliance to the AC Class Rule; and 
(iii) a statement regarding the non-compliance on the performance of the 

yacht or the effect on the outcome of the race(s); and 
(iv) the report is made under rule 78.2(b); 

 or  

(c) If the Measurement Committee, in consultation with the Regatta Director, 
determine that the breach of the AC Class Rule has (or could reasonably be 
expected to have) improved the performance of the yacht or has (or could 
reasonably be expected to have) had a significant effect on the outcome of a 



 

race, the Measurement Committee shall make the yacht’s certificate invalid 
and report the details to the Jury and the Regatta Director. The report shall 
detail: 

(i) the race or races that the yacht competed while not in compliance 
with the AC Class Rule; 

(ii) a summary of the non-compliance to the AC Class Rule;  
(iii) a statement regarding the non-compliance on the performance of the 

yacht or the effect on the outcome of the race(s); and 
(iv) the report is made under rule 78.2(c).  

 
78.3 Claim of Non-Compliance with the AC Class Rule 

(a) Competitors may lodge a Claim of non-Compliance (CnC) with the 
Measurement Committee and Regatta Director in writing (email acceptable). 
Each Competitor shall have one opportunity to lodge a CnC in the America’s 
Cup Qualifiers, in each stage America’s Cup Challenger Playoffs, and in the 
Match. The CnC shall: 

(i) be lodged no later than thirty (30) minutes after the last race of the 
day is finished, terminated or abandoned, and on the race day the 
Competitor first knows or could reasonably be expected to know that 
a yacht has raced when non-compliant with the AC Class Rule; 

(ii) specify the item or action that is claimed to be non-compliant; and 
(iii) be copied to the Competitor the CnC is against. 

(b) If the Measurement Committee determine that a yacht raced while not 
complying with the AC Class Rule and files a report under rule 78.2(b) or 
78.2(c), the Competitor submitting the CnC shall gain an additional CnC 
opportunity in that stage of the Event. 

(c) Any action taken by the Measurement Committee under rule 78.2(b) or 
78.2(c) as a result of a CnC shall be specific to the impact of the non-
compliance only on races conducted the day the CnC is filed. 

(d) The Measurement Committee shall consult with the Regatta Director and  
with the Competitor that is subject to the CnC and may consult with others 
(including the Competitor who lodged the CnC) before making a 
determination on the CnC within 3 hours of receipt. If the Measurement 
Committee and Regatta Director agree, up to 12 additional hours may be 
used by the Measurement Committee to determine the CnC outcome. 

(e) If the Measurement Committee determines that the specific CnC is a breach 
of an AC Class Rule, it shall act under rule 78.2. If the Measurement 
Committee determines that the CnC is unfounded, then the Measurement 
Committee shall report back to the Competitor submitting the CnC and the 
Regatta Director with the reasons for this determination and copy the 
Competitor that is subject to the CnC. 

 
78.4 A Competitor facing allegations under rules 78.2 or 78.3 shall be given adequate 

opportunity to defend themselves, subject to the time restraints of 78.3 (d) for defending 
against allegations made under rule 78.3. 

 
 

 

 



 

 
AMENDMENT 17 

THESE AMENDMENTS AGREED AND ACCEPTED on 26 May, 2017: 

ORACLE TEAM USA (Defender) 

        by:        

ARTEMIS RACING (Challenger) 

        by:        

LAND ROVER BEN AINSLIE RACING (Challenger) 

        by:        

GROUPAMA TEAM FRANCE (Challenger) 

        by:        

EMIRATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND (Challenger) 

        by:        

SOFTBANK TEAM JAPAN (Challenger) 

        by:        

JAMES SPITHILL
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