
 

AMENDMENT 09 
OF THE WORLD SAILING RACING RULES OF SAILING (AMERICA’S CUP EDITION)  

VERSION 2.8 

In accordance with Racing Rule 86.1 the following is a proposed amendment to the World Sailing 
Racing Rules of Sailing (America’s Cup Edition) v2.8. 

Deletions to the rule are marked with a strikethrough such as this, and additions to the rule are 
marked with an underline such as this. 

The proposed amendments are as follows: 

1. Global Re-name 
Replace “ISAF” with “World Sailing” throughout the document. 

2. Introduction 
ISAF World Sailing Codes The ISAF World Sailing Eligibility Code, and Anti Doping 
Codes, and Disciplinary Code (Regulations 19 & 21) are referred to in the definition Rule. 
The Regatta Director will publish these regulations soon after the ISAF agreement is 
signed. codes that apply as a rule are included as schedules in a separate book. 

3. Definition - Party 
Party A party to a hearing is 
(a) a protestor or protestee;  
(b) a yacht for which redress is requested by the Regatta Director under rule 60.2(b) or 

considered by the Jury; 
(c) the Regatta Director acting under rule 60.2(b); 
(d) a yacht or a person that may be penalized under rule 69.1 a person against whom an 

allegation of a breach of rule 69 is made; a person presenting an allegation under rule 
69; 

(e) a race officer or Regatta Director in a hearing under rule 62.1(a). 
4. New Definition – Support Person 

Support person Any person who provides, or may provide, physical or advisory 
support to a Competitor, including any coach, trainer, manager, team staff, medic, 
paramedic or any other person working with, treating or assisting a Competitor in or 
preparing for the competition. 

5. Delete Definition – Interested Party and replace with new Definition – Conflict of 
Interest 
Conflict of Interest A person has a conflict of interest if he 
(a) may gain or lose as a result of a decision to which he contributes, 
(b) may reasonably appear to have, a personal or financial interest which could affect his 

ability to be impartial, or 
(c)  has a close personal interest in a decision. 

6. Definition – Rule 
Rule (a) The rules in this book, including the Definitions, Introduction, preambles and 

the rules of relevant appendices, but not titles; 
(b) ISAF World Sailing Regulation 19, Eligibility Code; Regulation 21, Anti 

Doping Code; and Disciplinary Code as in schedules 1,2 and 3 in this book 
each current at the time of the ISAF agreement with AC35; 

(d) the AC45 Rule and AC Class Rule; and 
(f) the sailing instructions. 

  



 

7. Rule 3 
3 ACCEPTANCE OF THE RULES 
3.1 (a) By participating, or intending to participate, in a race conducted under these 

racing rules, each Competitor agrees: to accept these rules. 
 (b) A support person, by providing support, agrees to accept the rules. 
3.2 A Competitor agrees on behalf of their support persons that such support persons 

are bound by the rules. 
3.3 Acceptance of the rules includes agreement 

(a) to be governed by the rules; 
(b) to accept the penalties imposed and other action taken under the rules, 

subject to the appeal and review procedures provided in them, as the final 
determination of any matter arising under the rules; and 

(c) with respect to any such determination, not to resort to any court of law or 
tribunal; and 

(d) for a Competitor to ensure that their support persons are aware of the rules. 
8. New Rule 7 (and existing rule 7 re-numbered) 

7 DISCIPLINARY CODE 
Each Competitor, boat owner and support person shall comply with World Sailing 
Disciplinary Code (schedule 3). An alleged or actual breach of this rule shall be dealt with 
under the code. It shall not be grounds for a protest and rule 63.1 does not apply 

9. New Rule 60.5 (and subsequent rules re-numbered) 
60.5 The Arbitration Panel may call a hearing to consider an allegation of a breach of rule 

69.1(b) and act under rule 69.2(b). 
10. Rule 63.4 

Delete text of 63.4 and replace with the following: 
63.4 Conflict of Interest 
(a) A Jury or Arbitration Panel member shall declare any possible conflict of interest as 

soon as he is aware of it. A party to the hearing who believes a member of the Jury or 
Arbitration Panel has a conflict of interest shall object as soon as possible. A conflict 
of interest declared by the Jury or Arbitration Panel member shall be included in the 
written information provided under rule 65.2. 

(b) A member of the Jury or Arbitration Panel with a conflict of interest shall not be a 
member of the committee for a hearing. 

11. Part 5, Section C 
Delete the text of Section C and replace with the following: 
SECTION C 
MISCONDUCT  
69 MISCONDUCT . 
69.1 Obligation not to Commit Misconduct; Resolution 
(a) A competitor, boat owner or support person shall not commit an act of misconduct. 
(b) Misconduct is: 

(1) conduct that is a breach of good manners, a breach of good sportsmanship, 
or unethical behaviour; or 

(2) conduct that may bring the sport into disrepute. 
(c) An allegation of a breach of rule 69.1(a) shall be resolved in accordance with the 

provisions of rule 69. It shall not be grounds for a protest and rule 63.1 does not 



 

apply. 
69.2 Action by the Arbitration Panel 
(a) The Arbitration Panel acting under this rule shall have at least three members. 
(b) When the Arbitration Panel, from its own observation or from information received 

from any source, including evidence taken during a hearing, believes a person may 
have broken rule 69.1(b), it shall report the matter to the Event Disciplinary 
Investigating Officer under World Sailing Disciplinary Code 35.4.3 in schedule 3. 

(d) If the Event Disciplinary Investigating Officer issues a charge of misconduct, all 
relevant information the Event Disciplinary Investigation Officer gathers, favourable 
or unfavourable, shall be disclosed to the Arbitration Panel and to the parties. 

(e) If the Event Disciplinary Investigating Officer issues a charge of misconduct, the 
Arbitration Panel shall promptly inform the person of the time and place of the 
hearing and follow the procedures in rules 63.2, 63.3(a), 63.4 and 63.6 except that: 
(1) the ‘Jury’ referenced in rules 63.2, 63.3(a), 63.4 and 63.6 shall be the 

Arbitration Panel 
(2) the Event Disciplinary Investigation Officer shall present the allegation. 
(3) a person against whom an allegation has been made under this rule shall be 

entitled to have an advisor and a representative with him. 
(f) If the person is unable to attend the hearing and 

(1) provides good reason, the Arbitration Panel shall reschedule it; or 
(2) does not provide good reason and does not come to it, the Arbitration Panel 

may conduct it without the person present. 
(g) The standard of proof to be applied is the test of the comfortable satisfaction of the 

Arbitration Panel, bearing in mind the seriousness of the alleged misconduct. 
(h) If the allegation or any part of the allegation is upheld, the Arbitration Panel may 

take one or more of the following actions 
(1) issue a warning; 
(2) take any other action within its jurisdiction (refer Protocol Article 11.1(f)). 

(i) A Competitor may be penalized under rule 69.2 for the misconduct of a support 
person. However, a penalty may only be imposed on a Competitor for the 
misconduct of a support person if 
(1) the Competitor may have gained a competitive advantage as a result of the 

misconduct; or 
(2) the support person has committed a further act of misconduct after the 

competitor has been warned by the Arbitration Panel; or 
(3) the Arbitration Panel decides that such a penalty is necessary to prevent 

future misconduct of the support person. 
(j) If the Arbitration Panel 

(1) imposes a penalty greater than a disqualification from one race; 
(2) excludes the person from the event or venue; or 
(3) in any other case if it considers it appropriate, 
it shall report its findings, including the facts found, its conclusions and decision to 
World Sailing in accordance with World Sailing Disciplinary Code 35.4.7 in schedule 
3. If the Arbitration Panel has acted under rule 69.2(f)(2), the report shall also 
include that fact and the reasons for it. 

(k) [Intentionally Deleted]  
 



 

69.3 Action by World Sailing 
 The disciplinary powers, procedures and responsibilities of World Sailing that apply 

are specified in the World Sailing Disciplinary Code in schedule 3. World Sailing 
may impose further penalties, including suspension of eligibility, under that Code. 

12. New Schedules added to RRS  
That the document titled “World Sailing Racing Rules of Sailing America’s Cup Edition 
Schedules” be included into the racing rules as a separate document. 

  



 

 
 
THESE AMENDMENTS AGREED AND ACCEPTED on May 5, 2016: 

ORACLE TEAM USA (Defender) 

        by:        

ARTEMIS RACING (Challenger) 

        by:        

LAND ROVER BEN AINSLIE RACING (Challenger) 

        by:        

GROUPAMA TEAM FRANCE (Challenger) 

        by:        

EMIRATES TEAM NEW ZEALAND (Challenger) 

        by:        

SOFTBANK TEAM JAPAN (Challenger) 

        by:        
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