
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Interpretation No. 78 
 

of 
 

AC Class Rule Version 1.8: November 18th 2016 

 

Rule References: 

• There is a note in the top right corner of Drawing ACC-W-1001-REVC RIG AND 
SAILPLAN.pdf which reads,  

o 2) 'BOTTOM STROP LENGTHS TO BE BUILT TO ACHIEVE A RAKE OF BETWEEN 
4º AND 5º, WITH A FORESTAY LOAD OF BETWEEN 3.2t AND 3.4t. 

 

Background:  

The note appears to provide a method of determining the length of the strops securing the 
upper and lower shrouds. 

We are unable to find any specific reference to maximum or minimum allowable rig tensions. 

Questions: 

1. Is there a maximum limit on permissible rig-tension? 

2. If there is a maximum permissible rig tension, how is this determined? 

3. Is there a minimum limit on permissible rig-tension? 

4. If there is a minimum permissible rig tension, how is this determined? 

 

Background:  

The notes in drawing ACC-W-1001-REVC RIG AND SAILPLAN.pdf provide the method to be 
followed for stepping the wing with a forestay load of between 3.2 and 3.4 tons and a rake 
between 4 and 5 degrees.  

Interpretation:  

“Rig tension” is not a defined term within the AC Class Rule and although generally understood, 
any interpretation referencing it may generate confusion. 

1. Forestay tension shall be between 3.2t and 3.4t and wing rake shall be between 4 
degrees and 5 degrees, per Drawing ACC-W-1001 REVC. There is no other specified 
limit on wing rigging tension. Strops on wing rigging shall be built and lashings shall be 
adjusted to attain the specified wing rake and forestay tension, and the lengths of those 
strops and lashings shall be measured and recorded by the Measurement Committee. 

2. Forestay tension and wing rake will be verified by the Measurement Committee using 
methodology agreed between the Measurement Committee and the Competitor, and 
may be further specified via a published Measurement Methodology, including methods 
for verifying ongoing compliance. No change to the AC Class Yacht that could affect 
measured wing rake or the allowed forestay tension shall be made without invalidating 
the AC Class Yacht’s current measurement certificate. 

3. See answer 1, above. 

4. See answer 2, above. 

END 

 Issued by the America’s Cup Measurement Committee on March 9, 2017 
 


