
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Request for Interpretation No. 76 
 

of 
 

AC Class Rule Version 1.8: November 18th 2016 

 

Rule References: 

7.8 Each hull shall have watertight compartments constructed in accordance with the 
drawings and specifications listed in Appendix C.  

7.9 Each hull between the stern plane and 1.250m forward of the stern plane shall be 
fitted with an enclosed watertight compartment with a volume not less than 0.30 m3.  

 
G1 Below is a list of required safety equipment that has been developed by the Regatta 

Director and Measurement Committee in consultation with Competitors. The AC Class 
Rule may be amended as allowed by Rule 4 to include any changes to this safety 
equipment. The Measurement Committee may also adjust the sailing weight as 
permitted by Rule 4(a). 

 … 
 

(f) The compartment aft of the cockpit shall contain buoyancy components of not 
less than 250 liters. This may be made of 8 x 43 liter partially inflated buoyancy 
bags (Optimist flotation bags) or other alternative arrangements as may be 
approved by the Measurement Committee. The buoyancy arrangements shall 
not weight less than 8 kg. 

… 

 

Questions: 
 

1. Does the “compartment aft of the cockpit” in G1 (f) refer to the region between Frame J 
and Frame K (drawing ACC-2010), or to the watertight compartment between Frame K 
and the Transom? 

2. Is the requirement to have buoyancy components of at least 250 litres in each hull, or at 
least 250 litres summed over both hulls? 

3. Must the buoyancy arrangements weigh at least 8 kg in each hull, or at least 8 kg 
summed over both hulls? 

 

Interpretation: 
 

1. “Compartment aft of the cockpit” refers to the watertight compartment between Frame K 
and the stern plane.  

2. The requirement is for 250 litres in each hull. This flotation is to be installed in the 
watertight compartment between Frame K and the stern plane. 

3. The buoyancy arrangements shall weigh a minimum of 8 kg summed over both hulls. 

END 
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