
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Request for Interpretation No. 42 

 
of 
 

AC Class Rule Version 1.4: December 8th 2015 

 
 
Rule References: 
 
11.6 When fully retracted, daggerboards shall extend no more than 0.400 m below MWP. The 

Measurement Committee may install draft stripes or other references to verify that 
daggerboards are fully retracted. 

 
11.10 A daggerboard shall only: 

 
(a)  be retracted or extended; and 
(b)  rotate around no more than two axes (or combination of the two axes) whose limits 

shall be determined as follows: 
(i)  The maximum rotation about the cant axis shall be 15 degrees with the 

rake axis rotation set to appendage measurement condition; and 
(ii)  The maximum rotation about the rake axis shall be 12 degrees and the rake 

axis shall be within 15 degrees of horizontal with the daggerboard set to 
appendage measurement condition. 

 
11.14 Daggerboards shall not be used to generate force for the purpose or effect of increasing 

righting moment when used on the windward side of an AC Class Yacht. This Rule 
11.14 does not apply: 

 
(a) when the daggerboards are fully retracted (in accordance with Rule 11.6); 
(b) prior to starting, as defined in RRSAC; 
(c) when the windward daggerboard inadvertently penetrates the surface of the water 

for less than 10 continuous seconds; 
(d) when the AC Class Yacht is within 10 seconds prior to and after tacking or gybing; 

or 
(e) when the AC Class Yacht is taking a penalty. 

 

 

Questions: 

1. Does rule 11.10(a) constrain the daggerboard to be used only in the fully extended or 
fully retracted position, prohibiting use in a partially extended position? 
 

2. Is it permitted to sail with both daggerboards extended, provided the windward 
daggerboard is not being used to generate force for the purpose or effect of increasing 
righting moment when used on the windward side (permitted exceptions in Rule 11.14 
aside). 
 

3. Are there any circumstances when one of the daggerboards must be fully retracted? 
 

4. If the answer to 3 is yes, is it sufficient to demonstrate one position at which the entire 
daggerboard is above the -0.400m MWP? 
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Interpretation: 

1. No, the words extended and retracted are verbs in AC Class Rule 11.10 (a) and indicate 
the direction of motion. Daggerboards may be used at any extension, but when on the 
windward side, AC Class Rule 11.14 applies. 
 

2. Yes, however, if the windward daggerboard is not protected by the exemptions in AC 
Class Rule 11.14 (a), (b), (c), (d) or (e), the Competitor shall provide a means for the 
Measurement Committee to determine that righting moment is not increased. Protection 
under Rule 11.14(a) may require draft stripes or other references to verify that 
daggerboards are fully retracted.  
 

3. Yes. The daggerboard must be fully retracted in order to demonstrate compliance with 
ACC Rule 11.6, and to be given protection from ACC Rule 14.11 by the exemption in 
ACC Rule 14.11(a).  
 

4. Yes. 
 

END 

Issued by the America’s Cup Measurement Committee on August 12, 2016. 

 


